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B’nai B’rith experts have the deep knowledge and understanding of domestic and international issues that is required to 
make a significant impact on vital policy issues. In Washington, D.C. and New York, in Brussels, Geneva and Paris, in Israel, 
Latin America, Australia and New Zealand, and all stops in between, we make our positions known. We have the contacts 
and depth-of-knowledge required to be a globally respected and sought after contact. 

Our Subject Matter Expert blog—now in its second year—is a powerful reminder of what we do every day. Our experts can 
deftly explain, to world leaders or readers at home, all the nuances of issues.

B’nai B’rith And The United Nations
From the very founding of the United Nations, B’nai B’rith has recognized its vast potential to positively impact fundamental 
human rights. Unfortunately, it is clear that the U.N. often abandons its founding principles and instead, singles out one 
country—Israel—for reproach on a regular basis.

In late December, B’nai B’rith was deeply outraged when the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) adopted a resolution 
reiterating the erroneous position that Jewish settlements are a primary obstacle to Middle East peace. The failure of the 
United States to veto the measure was particularly emblematic of the failure of the U.N.’s mission. We noted at the time: 
“This is the latest display of obscene imbalance in how the United Nations treats Israel and directly shows how deep the 
world body has sunk from its original mission of fairness and objectivity.”
 
As an accredited non-governmental organization since 1947, we have seen the devolution of the U.N. from its core mission. 
One of our top organizational missions is universal human rights and fair treatment, recognition and respect for Israel. So in 
turn, we monitor the world body to encourage it to carry out its mission with an equal hand.

We are active at U.N. agencies globally to do this work.

This year, we partnered with the Israeli mission to the United Nations on a first-time 
symposium at the world body dedicated to combating the anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement.

Our U.N. and intercommunal affairs director was a featured speaker at a conference at 
U.N. headquarters, sponsored by the United States, Israel, Canada and the European 
Union, on global anti-Semitism; we highlighted extreme anti-Zionism as the prevalent 
contemporary form of anti-Jewish animus, and pointed to the “winning” entry in Iran’s 
most recent Holocaust-denial cartoon competition. That drawing portrays a cash register, 
labeled “Shoah Business” and topped by the facade of the entryway to Auschwitz, 
operated with a key engraved with the words “B’nai B’rith.”
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B’nai B’rith was on the ground with accredited participation at the UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization) World Heritage Committee session that further advanced Palestinian-prompted denial of Jewish ties 
to Jerusalem’s Temple Mount. Separately, B’nai B’rith stood out with its calls to the U.N. secretary-general and the UNESCO 
director-general urging them to correct their own statements that failed to identify the Temple Mount as the single holiest site 
in Judaism.

We also ran a highly participatory petition condemning the UNESCO voting on the matter.

B’nai B’rith brought to the personal attention of the U.N. secretary-general the continuing need to focus intense scrutiny on 
Iranian nuclear ambitions and sponsorship of terrorism across the Middle East.

As always, in the fall, a B’nai B’rith International delegation met with dozens of world leaders during the 71st United Nations 
General Assembly in New York. During dozens of scheduled meetings, delegation members discussed Iranian support for 
terrorism, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and the rise in global anti-Semitism.

U.N. Human Rights Council
The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) continues to 
be a hot bed of anti-Israel mendacity. According to this U.N. body, 
Israel is the only nation that needs to be “studied” and castigated. 
The council turns a blind eye to serial human rights violations in Syria, 
North Korea, Darfur and Iran to instead focus on the only democracy 
in the Middle East.

B’nai B’rith International again sent a delegation to Geneva, where 
the group advocated on critical issues facing the UNHRC. Top on the 
agenda was the persistent bias against Israel at the agency.

From March 6 to March 11, nearly 20 B’nai B’rith International leaders and supporters met with senior diplomats from 35 
countries including the United States, Brazil, Germany, Greece, Japan, Jordan and Russia.
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Interfaith Leadership 
B’nai B’rith staff led senior Catholic and Jewish leaders in reciting the “Kaddish” prayer at the death camp Treblinka in 
Poland. B’nai B’rith was in the forefront of vocally denouncing new anti-Israel activity by the World Council of Churches and 
its American affiliate. B’nai B’rith directly monitored efforts within key mainline Protestant denominations to single out Israel 
for economic pressure tactics.
 
The B’nai B’rith Australia anti-Defamation Commission organized multi-faith young leader workshops that bring together 
Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindus and sometimes atheists, in order for them to better understand one another’s religious 
practices and encourage harmony and tolerance between all beliefs. 

Conference on the theme “Can I wear my Kippah in Europe?”
B’nai B’rith Europe co-organized a Shabbat dinner with EJCC (European Jewish Community Centre) examining the theme 
“Can I wear my Kippah in Europe?” This was a response to a French advisory for Jews to refrain from wearing a kippah 
publicly, in the wake of an attack on a Jewish teacher.

Bridges of Tolerance-Third Edition
After the success of the two previous editions of the project “Bridges of Tolerance” the third edition was dedicated to Erika 
van Gelder, the late president of B’nai B’rith Europe. As in previous years, it was organized by the Dr. Moses Rosen Lodge 
of B’nai B’rith Romania. The project was extended through the participation of two other ethnic groups: Roma and Tatars. 

B’nai B’rith Europe’s president was in attendance when Pope Francis spoke at the Great Synagogue of Rome in January—
the third pope to visit the synagogue. 

A member of the Young Lodge of Rome attended the interfaith dialogue conference organized by the Konrad-Adenauer 
foundation. He participated in meaningful dialogue between Jewish and Catholic emerging leaders coming from all over the 
world, and reflecting on the future steps in the Jewish-Catholics relations.

Diplomats: Up Close 
B’nai B’rith continues to bring the diplomatic world to our events, to help our members and supporters understand some of 
the biggest geo-political issues. 
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At our diplomatic encounter series, hosted in our Washington, D.C. headquarters, guests hear from an ambassador about 
his or her country’s interactions with Israel and the United States.  

In 2016, at a special presentation of our Diplomatic Encounter Series during our annual Leadership Forum, the 
ambassadors from Israel and Spain teamed up to talk about 30 years of relations between their nations. Ron Dermer, 
the ambassador of Israel to the United States, and Ramon Gil-Casares, the ambassador of Spain to the United States, 
discussed their countries shared goals and common ground.

Also this year, the diplomatic encounter series featured remarks by Henne Schuwer, the ambassador of the Netherlands to 
the United States, discussing the Dutch presidency of the European Union. 

Latin America: A Vital Partner 
B’nai B’rith has long had a strong presence throughout Latin America, unique among Jewish organizations. This allows us to 
closely follow the most important developments in the region and advocate for policies and programs that positively impact 
the local Jewish population and Israel. We partner with other organizations to ensure that anti-Semitism and Holocaust 
education, for instance, are a focus at the governmental and local agency levels.

B’nai B’rith was represented at the OAS General Assembly in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic in June of this year.

The B’nai B’rith Uruguay Fraternidad Award is an opportunity to cross 
cultural boundaries. The award is presented to artists from different 
arts to recognize excellence in these various disciplines. Winners 
receive an all-expenses-paid trip to the State of Israel where the B’nai 
B’rith World Center prepares an intensive itinerary combining tourism 
with professional interchange, site visits and high-level briefings geared 
toward fostering ongoing professional ties between the countries. This 
year’s winners were Federica Folco, a dancer and choreographer, and 
Alicia Alfonso, an actress and singer. 

Throughout November, B’nai B’rith International held commemorations across Latin America to remember Kristallnacht, the 
Night of Broken Glass. In Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Panama and Uruguay, B’nai B’rith held remembrance 
programs marking the 78th anniversary of Kristallnacht. In 1938, on Nov. 9 and 10, Nazis terrorized Jewish neighborhoods 
throughout Germany, Austria and parts of Czechoslovakia by vandalizing thousands of Jewish businesses, and burning and 
destroying more than a thousand synagogues. 

Director of Latin America Affairs Eduardo Kohn (R) with OAS 
Secretary General Luis Almagro
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Cuba Outreach – Cuba Jewish Relief Project
Our Cuba Jewish Relief Project has provided vital aid to the small 
Jewish community in Cuba since 1995.

This year, we ran our first-ever themed mission to Cuba, bringing 
together B’nai B’rith’s Center for Senior Services and our Young 
Leadership Network for a once in a lifetime look at the Cuban Jewish 
community through a specific lens of aid. 

In the spring, we were pleased to share our expertise with an Ohio 
synagogue, partnering with Tifereth Israel of Columbus on a mission.  

Even when not on a mission, our Cuban Jewish Relief Project is still active. We hosted a lecture series in Pittsburgh, 
guiding retirees in a “travel” class on the ins and outs of Cuba missions. We also held our first Rum & Cigar night with 25 
participants from our Washington, D.C. Young Leadership Network. 

And this year, we were pleased to welcome our first-ever intern who was placed in Cuba in the fall of 2016. Through blogs, 
video interviews and reports, we had an active full-time presence on the ground. 

The annual Chanukah mission included B’nai B’rith President Gary P. Saltzman, who toured the country for the first time 
and visited with the Jewish population.
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Global Perspective
B’nai B’rith International has an active and dynamic presence around the world. We carry our core commitments globally, 
having a significant impact internationally as well as in the United States.

This year we led two delegations of European Parliamentarians to Israel for educational meetings with government officials, 
military officers, faith leaders, and other influential figures in Israeli society.

B’nai B’rith has participated actively in the European Parliament’s working group on anti-Semitism. We have also worked 
closely with officials at the European Commission in their work combating anti-Semitism.

A delegation of senior B’nai B’rith leaders visited Brussels and Berlin under the auspices of the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation of Germany. B’nai B’rith representatives met with senior officials in both capitals to discuss key issues impacting 
the trans-Atlantic relationship.

B’nai B’rith played an active role in efforts to encourage the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to 
adopt a working definition of anti-Semitism. 

We co-hosted a conference in the fall on EU-Israel Security cooperation together with the Israeli Mission to the European 
Union and several Members of the European Parliament who have been part of the Israel delegations.

B’nai B’rith has become a member of the recently established EU High Level Group on Combating Racism, Xenophobia and 
Other Forms of Intolerance of the European Commission.

By becoming a member of the Jewish leadership taskforce of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, B’nai B’rith is, once 
again, well placed. 

We participated in the 2016 young Jewish leaders diplomatic seminar of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Also this year, our president and executive vice president and CEO delivered major addresses to the Jewish community in 
Australia and New Zealand at the invitation of B’nai B’rith Australia and the B’nai B’rith Anti Defamation Commission.

Over the summer, CEO Daniel S. Mariaschin delivered the Gandel Oration, which the B’nai 
B’rith Anti-Defamation Commission in Australia has hosted for more than 30 years, to feature 
“international statesmen, academics, judges, rabbis and politicians who have addressed 
complex human rights issues with insight, expertise and erudition.” While in Australia, 
Mariaschin also met with Australian government officials and Jewish leaders. 

In the fall, B’nai B’rith International President Gary P. Saltzman also delivered major policy 
addresses in Australia. Saltzman was in Sydney for the Triennial Conference, held in new 
premises, which he helped officially open. He was also a guest speaker at the B’nai B’rith 
Australia and New Zealand Triennial Conference installation dinner.
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B’nai B’rith Canada ran a week-long series highlighting the plight of Jewish Refugees from Arab Lands. The series featured 
five video testimonials from Jewish refugees who left their homes across Arab lands and Iraq, as well as an address in the 
House of Commons by Conservative MP David Sweet who officially requested that we observe a day in Canada in their 
honor on Nov. 30, just as they do in Israel.  

The B’nai B’rith global commitment to taking action against anti-Semitism was on display when B’nai B’rith Canada worked 
tirelessly to call attention to the anti-Semitic teachings of University of Lethbridge professor Anthony Hall. The campaign to 
have Hall removed from his position as a result of his promoting anti-Semitic, anti-Israel conspiracy theories resulted in his 
being suspended from the university. B’nai B’rith Canada circulated materials on social media and to the traditional press 
that clearly demonstrated the professor’s biases.

Similarly, B’nai B’rith Canada also worked to expose the views of former Green Party of Canada candidate Monika 
Schaefer. The investigation into Monika Schaefer, after she made an explicitly anti-Semitic home video denying the 
Holocaust, was instrumental in the Green Party’s decision to terminate her. This investigation and public exposure can serve 
as a deterrent to other Canadian would-be politicians who support Holocaust denial and/or anti-Semitism.

Roundtable with European Commission Coordinator against anti-
Semitism
In the fall, B’nai B’rith Europe hosted a roundtable discussion with the the European Commission’s coordinator against 
anti-Semitism, which included B’nai B’rith members from 12 European countries. Topics included: Left-wing anti-Semitism, 
identified in BDS and anti-globalization movements; the refusal of some individual governments as well as the European 
Commission to make the link between modern anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism; online anti-Semitism; European commission 
funds distributed to the Palestinian Authority; and the UNESCO decision denying the historic link of Jews to Jerusalem.
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