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B’nai B’rith’s commitment to helping those in need after a natural disaster dates to 
1865. We work with local groups on the ground to help communities rebuild and 
renew.

We responded to the pyro-terror fires started by arsonists that burned so much 
in and around Haifa by opening our Israel Emergency Fund. Our World Center 
in Jerusalem will work with local officials to determine the best use of the funds 
raised for rebuilding efforts. B’nai B’rith Europe also raised funds for rebuilding 
efforts.

In 2016, we aided victims of the Ecuador earthquake, Canada fires, Louisiana and 
Texas flooding and Hurricane Matthew. We also worked within a grassroots effort 
to aid the victims of a massive flood in Ellicott City, Md.  

B’nai B’rith proudly and gratefully accepted the second installment of the AEPi fraternity’s donation of $20,000 for B’nai B’rith disaster 
relief programming, during the AEPi convention.  B’nai B’rith staff and leadership participated in programming presentations and 
coordinated a community service event for 100 brothers attending the Hineni and civics conferences.

Funds were allocated and distributed to several projects in 2016 and more allocations will be completed  soon. In 2016, we worked with 
long-time partner Brothers Brother Foundation and provided funding for a medical shipment for hospitals in Sierra Leone and Liberia 
fighting Ebola. We worked directly, as a founding partner of IsraAID, to respond to an earthquake in Japan in April 2016, and provided  
emergency assistance and trauma counseling.

Partnering with NECHAMA, a Jewish disaster relief and recovery organization, we provided an allocation toward the purchase of a supply 
truck for disaster response teams. And B’nai B’rith also provided funds to NECHAMA to help after the Louisiana flooding in the fall.

Bringing together our disaster relief and inclusion programs, we supported the Associated Professional Educators of Louisiana to assist 
educators in replacing supplies and classroom materials and equipment destroyed by floods. 

We also donated to various Louisiana schools 263 Diverse Minds Writing Challenge books for schools impacted by the flood for their 
libraries and students. 

Disaster Relief & Community Projects
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Disaster Relief & Community Projects

Preparedness is a prominent part of our disaster work, and we created 600 disaster 
preparedness kits for B’nai B’rith Senior Housing in Houston and Pasadena, Texas. 

And our members and supporters also put their boots on the ground. We had members 
helping to muck out flood-ravaged houses in Baton Rouge. And we had some of our 
young leaders teaming up for a fundraiser to assist flood victims in Ellicott City, Md. 
and shop local businesses that are trying to re-launch after the floods decimated their 
downtown.

B’nai B’rith is proud to offer hands-on support as well as financial assistance. 


